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Dear Future Supporter, 

The Indy Firehawks Travel Football Team has been invited to the Youth National Championship in Wellington, Florida on December 12th-16th. With the championship game taking place in Miami, Fl on December 17th.  In hopes of having our team be a part of this event we are reaching out to potential donors for support, and that includes you. First, we appreciate the prompt responses and all actions that have been taken to help support our team thus far. Thank You!

The players have all worked so hard for this moment and the thought that an opportunity like this persist is beyond a blessing for us all, as it is one many youth football players have only dreamed of. The 8U Indy Firehawks football team consist of 24 athletes who are 8-9 years old and in the 3rd grade. We have a dedicated social media community that has been very supportive of us on YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok. With over 31,000 followers on TikTok making it our biggest platform for representation.  We like to lead with our most valued model that recognizes our commitment to God, Family, School, and Football, in that order. The Indy Firehawks has been able to achieve so much in so little time, starting off as a first-year organization in March 2022. Initially, with plans of only having a 7U/8U football travel team, but then by the fall having a 7U, 8U, and 9U travel league. All of which have been very successful in their achievements over both the spring and fall football seasons. The 8U Indy Firehawks have traveled to several states around the Midwest and have won state titles within each.  Receiving a total of 3 state rings and many 1st place trophies to accompany, showing the talent that can be found within Indiana beginning at a young age. Specifically winning AYF State Championship, D1 Nation State Title, D1 Nation Conference, D1 Main Event in Illinois, D1 Battle of the Mountains in West Virginia, Clash in Kansas City Missouri, and an Ohio Showcase, to name a few. 

The coaches, many being fathers, led by Gil Leija (President of the Indy Firehawks and Head Coach of 8U), have chosen to dedicate their free time to coach these boys both on and off the field. They have been great mentors to the players and support them not only physically but spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and financially, developing them on all levels. Most of all, the coaches are always there to invest the time these youth deserve when they are in need, regardless of parental presence. They have made themselves available to teach each player the importance of respect, discipline, dignity, taking accountability, and how to grow to become successful men within our community. This has led to an abundance of recognition not only on the football field but also at school and in the Community. 

The 8U Indy Firehawks has also teamed with Blue Line Media and participated in an interview and educational moment that has been presented on media platforms and networks, along with ROKU TV, to get the message out about Gun violence and the effects it has on generations to come. Participating in many fundraisers around our community, such as free car washes and a popcorn fundraiser, has helped the 8U Indy Firehawks to achieve the goals of providing our families with support for traveling expenses in past tournaments. Having this National invite is an honor for us, and we are the only ones in the state of Indiana who has received this special invitation. We started a Go Fund Me in hopes of getting support from our community and extended communities, along with family and friends to ensure that the Indy Firehawks Travel Football Team can be known around the U.S. for all that they have accomplished and will continue to do within each community that is traveled to. It is our priority to show others that this is more than football, and we are a family. The Indy Firehawks are currently working on several fundraising opportunities to assist with travel expenses and community outreach. Over the upcoming weeks we have planned bake sales, and a mass fundraiser, “Flying Da Nest to Nationals,” during our regional weekend, along with passing out food and clothing items to the homeless over Thanksgiving weekend. 

If anybody is proud of how hard these boys worked it’s for sure the coaches, as they also deserve to experience this once in a lifetime invite as well. Therefore, we would love to invite you and your team to one our practices that we have on Wednesday’s and Thursday’s in the evening from 5:30 pm to 7 pm. This would be a great time for a meet and greet with players and coaches, as well as it will allow for more questions to be answered in regard to what this invitation truly means for the future of the Indy Firehawks and the state of Indiana. 

We highly appreciate any and all support that our community could help with moving forward, as the Indy Firehawks make it our priority to give back more than we receive. As an attachment to this letter, we would like to provide photos of the different players with recognitions presented to them by teachers, mentors, and coaches along with trophies, awards/certificates, report cards, and special notes to show how much potential will be invested in, not only in sports but also academically and in the community. Please let us know if you would be interested in taking a peek at these valuable memories. 

Thanks again for all the support, consideration, and dedication that you and your team will provide for the 8U Indy Firehawks Travel Football Team.  

Be Blessed,
 

 8U Indy Firehawks Youth Football Team 
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